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Marxism Portrayed in Brave New World
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World revolves entirely around Marxism’s various and thought provoking ideas. This novel deftly centers upon a materialist interpretation of history, a peculiar view of social change, and is focused primarily on the development of capitalism exemplified time after time in this novel. Huxley conveys these properties of Marxism through the representation of Ford and capitalism, through this Socialistic world being the ideal world for Marx- but not the right one, the coincidental surname of one of the main characters, and through the predetermined caste system used in this society; all express Marxism in this novel.
In the beginning of this technological novel, the audience is immediately thrown into a student’s tour of the overwhelming world of tube procreation. This dangerously advanced world follows Marxism by maintaining its sense of being formed, although it is not out rightly said, it is rather implied in this novel as to why this world was mainly created. More so it was simply created for the purpose of a controlled and better world. “Marx proclaims the need for an empirical science of society which will be founded upon the study of the creative and dynamic interaction between man and nature, the generative process whereby man makes himself” (Giddens 22). This quote is oddly so similar and relatable to the, “civilized world,” in which these humans do not procreate through their bodies, but by test tubes and chemicals. It’s so eerily similar, that one could not see past this. By having each individual in the World State unanimous and have little to no opinion, allows room for control of the higher caste. Frederich Engels verifies an interesting perspective of individualism, or lack therefore of, by saying, 

“In like manner, every organized being is every moment the same and not the same; every moment, it assimilates matter supplied from without, and gets rid of other matter; every moment, some cells of its body die and others build themselves anew; in a longer or shorter time, the matter of its body is completely renewed, and is replaced by other molecules of matter, so that every organized being is always itself, and yet something other than itself” (Engels).

Engels ideas of this subject coincide with the people in this novel, that are forced into opinions that are not their own. The propaganda and brain washing used to control the castes and have each caste serve their function perfectly is Marxism. Hardly anyone can withhold property in this world, or even their own bodies for that manner. “Every one belongs to every one else” (Huxley 40). These words were stated easily, as if Mond could care less of the manner of people being passed around. The manner that as long as one’s basic needs are met and everyone survives, are the fundamentals of Marxism; and this book.
The next objective is Huxley’s main use of the division of labor continuously throughout the novel. Alphas, Betas, Deltas, Gammas, and Epsilons are the structures one is forcibly created into being at birth. Huxley provides the audience with this information early on by writing, “Heredity, date of fertilization, membership of Bokanovsky Group— details were transferred from test-tube to bottle. No longer anonymous, but named, identified…” (Huxley 10). He has each class emerge from birth and forced into hypnopædia in their sleep to form their opinions of other classes and what their purpose in life is. Huxley exhibits this by having mere babies go through shock treatments sessions to determine their fears, “They’ll grow up with what the psychologists used to call an ‘instinctive’ hatred for books and flowers. Reflexes unalterably conditioned. They’ll be safe from books and botany all their lives” (Huxley 22). These human beings that were devised from birth are subtly structured into the belief of Marxism’s class structure in means of production; or a functioning society. “Classes emerge where the relations of production involve a differentiated division of labour which allows for the accumulation of surplus production that can be appropriated by a minority grouping, which thus stands in an exploitative relationship to the mass of producers” (Giddens 36). This quote exemplifies the ideas of Marxism and coincides with the novels class structure as well. The idea itself, that one can manipulate the caste system through a chemical balance; is Huxley satirizing Marxism.
The caste system and capitalism manifest in this novel through the Alphas pulling the strings of the other classes. Under the capitalist mode of production, this materializes between the minority who own and order the means of production (the Alphas), and the majority of the population who produce goods and services (the Deltas, Gammas, and Epsilons). Having the higher ups rewrite the history of the world, and then feeding that information to the future generations; can make one create a perfect world. “In every form of society there exists a sum of productive forces, a historically created relation of individuals to nature and to one another, which is handed down to each generation from its predecessor” (Giddens 36). The manipulation and controlling of their workers fears to work towards their advantage is apparently how the various factories operate. “A love of nature keeps no factories busy” (Huxley 23). The workers in this novel have no free will or opinions, and are certainly not paid. The fact that the only payment received in the World State is soma, exemplifies that this is a capitalistic world of free labor and Socialist Marxism. The capitalistic mode of production in its historical connection and its inevitableness during a historical period, and also, to present its inevitable downfall; and to lay bare its essential character, which was still a secret. This was done by the discovery of surplus-value (Engels).
“It was shown that the appropriation of unpaid labor is the basis of the capitalist mode of production and of the exploitation of the worker that occurs under it; that even if the capitalist buys the labor power of his laborer at its full value as a commodity on the market, he yet extracts more value from it than he paid for; and that in the ultimate analysis, this surplus-value forms those sums of value from which are heaped up constantly increasing masses of capital in the hands of the possessing classes. The genesis of capitalist production and the production of capital were both explained.” (Engels) 
It leads to the conclusion that this particular view of capitalism oppresses the workers, the inevitable result being that this utopian world; isn’t truly a perfect world in the slightest
The development of capitalism also ties into the theme that Marxism is the main core of this novel. By having Henry Ford mentioned in this novel repeatedly, even to the point of worship, maintains the point of Marxism being represented in this novel. Huxley has the entire World State hold Henry Ford on a god-like platter, which is more than likely for the sake because Ford practically introduced capitalism to the United States. Then Huxley took it a step further in the novel with having the Controller say, “So essential when there was under-protection; but in an age of machines and the fixation of nitrogen- positively a crime against society” (Huxley 52). This quote is related to the time of Before Ford, which was more than likely just before Ford’s introduction of the assembly line. Coincidentally, the production of children in test-tubes on an assembly line in this world. Marx's notion of the capitalist mode of production is characterized as a system of primarily private ownership of the means of production in a mainly market economy, with a legal framework on commerce and a physical infrastructure provided by the state. This quote was followed by the basis that some said, “All crosses had their tops cut and became T’s” (Huxley 52). These T’s, were namely done after the booming powerhouse product of Ford’s first ever, T-model car; the beginning of capitalism.
Huxley creating one of the main characters to coincidentally have the same last name as the founder of Marxism was obviously not a mishap on Huxley’s part. Bernard Marx is depicted as a cowardly man that is on the high ladder of the caste system, and a man of ideas. These ideas are what come to be his demise. “Marx states in the 1844 Monoscripts, the expansion of the division of labor is synonymous with the growth of alienation and private property” (Giddens 23). Huxley’s main use of Bernard Marx is that the idea of Marx being in a world of this stature; would be the end of him. Huxley is showing his audience that in a world like this; Marx would be torn apart. Such as when people of the World State judge him, and call him queer and odd (Huxley). Marx’s alienation from this society satirizes that this world may be economically stable, it may claim to have a system to have everything run smoothly, and it may even provide for its people in a satisfactory manner; but it did not satisfy this idea of Marx.
In conclusion, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World revolves entirely around Marxism’s various and thought provoking ideas. This novel cleverly centers upon a materialist interpretation of history, a peculiar view of social change, and is focused primarily on the development of capitalism exemplified time after time in this novel. Huxley conveys these properties of Marxism through the representation of Ford and capitalism, through this Socialistic world being the ideal world for Marx- but not the right one, the coincidental surname of one of the main characters, and through the predetermined caste system used in this society; all express Marxism in this novel. However, this world of a Marxist standpoint dives deeper into what Huxley intended it to be; and that is a world of control and utter order.
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